
As most parents are aware by now, the state has recently released school reports for all the 

schools in Greenville County.  We have not had report cards since 2014 and the formulas used 

to calculate ratings are completely different from prior report cards.  I applaud the state’s 

attempt to provide the public with important information regarding student progress, however 

many educators have shared some concerns about the report cards overall. 

First and foremost, Beck Academy is a school community that I am beyond proud to be a part 

of.  Our faculty and staff are dedicated to our diverse student body and work hard every day to 

ensure that all of our students are making progress. We also understand that with our diverse 

student needs, progress will look different for every student.  The new state report card places 

a heavy emphasis on the students who are performing in the bottom 20% on state assessments 

and therefore I am concerned that the overall performance of the school has been minimized, 

as you will see in the test data below. I am concerned that the state does not consider other 

factors such as documented Intellectual disabilities and IEP services when determining if the 

students have shown enough growth.  I applaud the state’s focus on closing the achievement 

gap and as a school we are always seeking ways to improve.  We will continue to focus on the 

growth of all of our students and applaud their achievements, even if they are small in the 

state’s eye, they are monumental in that student’s life.  

It is important to note that unlike previous report cards the state does not have a set standard 

of thresholds for each rating so that schools have clear and measurable goals. Instead the score 

ranges are manipulated because the state has already predetermined that there will be a set 

number of schools in each rating.  The goal of the report card is to report accurate information 

to families and communities about schools in an easy to understand format. However, 

educators have spent hours in training to understand these formulas and are still unable to 

completely verify how the data is being calculated.  Our state has fallen far short in its efforts to 

provide our public with an easily understood and transparent ratings system. 

I am obviously disappointed in the report card rating that Beck received because I feel that it 

conflicts with our overall performance as a school. While we welcome the opportunity for 

improvements, and have already put certain pieces in place to ensure that we continue to 

grow, I would like to remind our community that Beck continues to be one of the highest 

performing middle schools in the county and in the state.  

SC Math 2017-2018  
We are in the top 3 performing middle schools for Greenville County in Math  

Riverside Middle 68% 

Northwood Middle 53% 

Beck Academy 51% 

 

 



SC ELA 2017-2018 
We are in the top 4 performing middle schools for Greenville County in ELA  

League Academy 56% 

Riverside Middle 56% 

Greenville Middle 
Academy 

56% 

Beck Academy 52% 

 

End Of Course Test (Algebra, English I) 

Under the new report card system, middle school EOC scores are now credited to the high 

school, even though the students take the class and the test in middle school.  As you can see 

by these scores, our students continue to highlight strong academic performance. 

English I- 100% Passage Rate 

Algebra I- 99% Passage Rate  

 

As a school, there will always be areas of improvement and we grow through reflection and 

assessment. As a leader, I will continue to work with faculty and staff to do our very best for all 

of our students and continue to be a top performing middle school in the county and across the 

state.    

If you have questions please feel free to contact me.  

 

As always, thank you for your support.  

 

Jennifer Meisten, Principal 


